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1 – After Harvey, Houstonians eye long road to recovery 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-

Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php 

Most channels of the ports, including the Galveston Bay Entrance, are now open both day and night, the 

Coast Guard confirmed Sunday. The Houston Ship Channel is open from the entrance channel to 

Baytown Highlands, but only for vessels with a maximum 40-foot draft. The Houston Ship Channel 

above the Baytown Highlands is open to towing vessels transits. At the Port of Freeport vessels with 

under a 38-foot draft can arrive during daylight. The Galveston Harbor and Texas City are also open, but 

only for vessels with a maximum 37-foot draft. Bolivar Roads Anchorages A, B, and C are open at the 

pilot's discretion. The Coast Guard warns that there is a short duration use for bunkering and inspections. 

2 – Abbott: Rebuild coastal areas to abate flood danger 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Abbott-Rebuild-coastal-

areas-to-abate-flood-12170525.php 

Gov. Greg Abbott on Sunday endorsed imposing new development restrictions on rebuilding efforts from 

Hurricane Harvey to prevent future repeats of the disastrous flooding in the Houston area. In the past, 

local plans to limit and control runoff from large-rainfall storms have been sidetracked by high costs and 

by opposition from business and development interests in a city without zoning controls. 

3 – Boosted by Harvey, gas prices keep climbing in Houston as Labor Day approaches 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Boosted-by-Harvey-gas-prices-keep-climbing-

in-12170455.php 

Houston gasoline prices kept climbing on Sunday as stations faced a myriad of logistical problems getting 

fresh fuel from storage tanks to pumps, as well as panicked gas-guzzling consumers and higher demand 

ahead of Labor Day. The price of a gallon of regular was $2.42 in Houston on Sunday, up 6 cents from 

the day before and up 25 cents from a week ago, according to AAA. 

4 – Seven Gulf Coast refineries begin weeks of reboot, nine still offline 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Seven-Gulf-Coast-refineries-begin-weeks-of-

12170394.php 

After Hurricane Harvey's rampage across Texas, seven major refineries with more than 8 percent of the 

nation's capacity to make gasoline have begun a days or weeks-long reboot. More than a dozen major 

refineries had either shut down or throttled back fuel production after floodwaters sluiced through the vast 

network of oil facilities and infrastructure in the Gulf Coast. Nine facilities that turn 2.4 million barrels of 

crude a day into petroleum products remained completely closed, four operated at reduced rates, and one 

had reached full production, the Energy Department said in a status update issued early Sunday. 

5 – FEMA disaster recovery center opens in Edna (w/video) 

https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/2017/sep/02/fema-disaster-recovery-center-opens-in-edna/ 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Abbott-Rebuild-coastal-areas-to-abate-flood-12170525.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Abbott-Rebuild-coastal-areas-to-abate-flood-12170525.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Boosted-by-Harvey-gas-prices-keep-climbing-in-12170455.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Boosted-by-Harvey-gas-prices-keep-climbing-in-12170455.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Seven-Gulf-Coast-refineries-begin-weeks-of-12170394.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Seven-Gulf-Coast-refineries-begin-weeks-of-12170394.php
https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/2017/sep/02/fema-disaster-recovery-center-opens-in-edna/


Hurricane Harvey EPA Response 

Daily News Clips 

 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency set up a disaster recovery center Saturday in a small town 

25 miles from Victoria. The FEMA center is in the Edna High School Cowboy Stadium parking lot. 

FEMA representatives at the center provide guidance about the services available for those who suffered 

damage after Harvey, said Carmen Rodriguez, public information officer. 

6 – Harvey death toll rises to 50 as residents begin long recovery 

http://nypost.com/2017/09/03/harvey-death-toll-rises-to-50-as-residents-begin-long-recovery/ 

Over a week after Tropical Storm Harvey first rained down on Texas, death tolls have risen and hundreds 

are still missing, as displaced victims start making their way back home and others are told to evacuate. 

Evacuations for about 4,600 houses in western Houston started Sunday morning at 7 a.m. following an 

evacuation order by Mayor Sylvester Turner. Hundreds of people in the area have still not left their homes 

and flooding is expected to last another two weeks. 

http://nypost.com/2017/09/03/harvey-death-toll-rises-to-50-as-residents-begin-long-recovery/
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SUNDAY, Sept. 3

11:36 a.m.: Coast Guard says most ports are open 

Most channels of the ports, including the Galveston Bay Entrance, are now open both day and
night, the Coast Guard confirmed Sunday. The Houston Ship Channel is open from the entrance
channel to Baytown Highlands, but only for vessels with a maximum 40-foot dra�. The Houston
Ship Channel above the Baytown Highlands is open to towing vessels transits.

At the Port of Freeport vessels with under a 38-foot dra� can arrive during daylight. The Galveston
Harbor and Texas City are also open, but only for vessels with a maximum 37-foot dra�.

Bolivar Roads Anchorages A, B, and C are open at the pilot's discre�on. The Coast Guard warns
that there is a short dura�on use for bunkering and inspec�ons.

IMAGE 1 OF 68

Houston Independent School District President Wanda Adams embraces Rhonda Skillern-Jones, HISD trustee, as they
tour flood-damaged A.G. Hilliard Elementary School in the aftermath of Tropical Storm Harvey, on Saturday, Sept. 2,
2017, in Houston.
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Houston Chronicle sports columnist Brian T. Smith talks about the Houston Astros on their one day off visiting people at
George R. Brown Convention Center hoping to bring some smiles to fans that may have lost everything in Hurricane
Harvey.

Media: Houston Chronicle

TRANSLATOR

To read this ar�cle in one of Houston's
most-spoken languages, click on the
bu�on below.

Select Language  ▼

11:16 a.m.: FEMA updates relief figures, 37,000 s�ll in shelters

More than 37,000 spent the night in Texas shelters as the state slowly digs out from the fierce
storms that flooded neighborhoods and sent thousands scrambling for higher ground.

In a Sunday morning update, FEMA officials said President Donald Trump’s approval of disaster
assistance authorized the federal government to pick up 90 percent of the cost of debris removal,
something officials an�cipate will strain area landfills and heavy haul trucking companies.

In the mean�me, the Red Cross and others are caring for evacuees along the Texas coast at more
than 270 shelters. FEMA has given Texas over the past days 4.7 meals, 4.3 million liters of water,
13,900 blankets and 13,400 cots. 

10:59 a.m.: Dam releases con�nuing, with no
further home flooding envisioned

Controlled releases con�nue from Addicks and
Barker reservoirs, as city officials tamp down
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concerns that more homes could flood as
waters recede.

A combined 13,300 cubic feet of water is flowing from the two reservoirs each second, according
to the Harris County Flood Control District. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is managing the
reservoirs.

As a result of the flows, flood control officials said the pools behind Addicks and Barker are
shrinking, though it will be up to two weeks before homes impacted are out of the water.

In the mean�me, officials do not expect more homes to flood downstream along Buffalo Bayou.
City officials called for mandatory evacua�ons on Saturday, which led some to worry more flooding
was imminent.

Houston District G Councilman Greg Travis sent notes Sunday trying to tamp down the concerns.

“Let me make this simple: Do you have standing water in your house? If NO, then your power will
NOT be cut and you do NOT have to evacuate this morning,” Travis’ office wrote in a message to
residents.

Mayor Sylvester Turner said the evacua�ons were necessary to ensure safety of residents and first
responders. Electricity to the area was being shut off to protect everyone from downed lines. 

10:35 a.m.: First-responders going door-to-door in West Houston mandatory evacua�on area



9/3/2017 After Harvey, Houstonians eye long road to recovery - Houston Chronicle

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php 5/35

CenterPoint and first responders are walking the flooded areas marked for mandatory evacua�on
in west Houston to determine where power needs to be shut off. 

The area in ques�on is from State Highway 6 to South Gessner and From Highway 10 south to Briar
Forest. Residents in that area who have water in their homes are being asked to evacuate as soon
as possible. 

All CenterPoint employees will be accompanied by a law enforcement officer of someone from
the fire department.

8:42 a.m.: Officials op�mis�c and cau�ous about Harvey rebuild

As Houston dries out, Mayor Sylvester Turner said in a trio of na�onal television appearances he
doesn’t want its businesses to dry up.

“The City of Houston is open for business,” Turner told CBS’ Face the Na�on host Margaret
Brennan.

Municipal workers report back on Tuesday, a�er the Memorial Day holiday, and Turner said the
long rebuilding process will con�nue as Houston roars back to life.

“I am expec�ng employers to open and employees to get back to work,” he said.

Turner, however, did not diminish the gravity of what lies ahead. Debris piles the size of railcars
must be hauled away from some inundated communi�es. He told Meet the Press host Chuck Todd
that simply cleaning up could take 10 days, while rebuilding is poised to last much longer.
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"What we need is rapid repair housing, so people can stay in their homes while they make the
bigger repairs,” Turner told Todd.

The rebuild, however, might not be a return to Houston exactly as it has been, according to Gov.
Greg Abbo�.

“It would be insane for us to rebuild on property that has been flooded mul�ple �mes,” Abbo� told
ABC News’ Martha Raddatz. “ I think everybody probably is in agreement that there are be�er
strategies that we must employ.”

Meanwhile, Abbo�, Turner and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz both applauded the way the community pulled
together in crisis as they made the television rounds.

“People are hur�ng,” Cruz told Raddatz. “But in the face of that disaster we have seen incredible
bravery.”

7:56 a.m.: Four rescued from fierce Neches River waters

Four boaters stranded without fuel upstream from Beaumont on the Neches River were plucked
from the waters by a U.S. Coast Guard recovery team on Saturday night, Jefferson County officials
said.

The boaters called emergency dispatchers around 10:45 p.m., saying they believed they were
about five or six miles upstream from Beaumont’s Riverfront Park, �ed off to a tree. A Coast Guard
helicopter spo�ed the four, and sent a swi� water rescue team to their loca�on to pick them up.
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“The Neches River is s�ll a danger for boaters,” the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office said in a
release. “The current is swi� and turbulent.  That coupled with floa�ng debris makes it very
hazardous.”

SATURDAY, Sept. 2

11:50 p.m. Mail delivery resumes in some neighborhoods

The U.S. Postal Service is trying to get back to normal delivery in Houston. But first, it'll deliver
some mail on Sunday. 

The Oak Forest post office, at 2499 Judiway, will resume delivery to Oak Forest residents on
Sunday a�er a several-day interrup�on. At first, door-to-door service will include just the most
urgent mail: checks and medica�ons.

In other neighborhoods, the post office s�ll isn't able to deliver. But about three dozen post offices
are now open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. daily (including weekends) so residents can pick up U.S. Treasury
checks and "iden�fiable medica�ons." Customers must present proper ID to receive items. Get
the full list of pickup sta�ons here. 

10:20 p.m. Fort Bend County li�s mandatory evacua�on for some areas in Barker Reservoir 

Some residents can reenter their homes near the Barker Reservoir in Fort Bend County, while
others are s�ll under a mandatory evacua�on order.

For a list of which areas no longer are under mandatory evacua�on, click here.

County officials cau�on that even though the evacua�on order is li�ed, returning may not be safe.

"Many neighborhoods within the Barker Reservoir area may s�ll have hazards present such as
flooded roads, fallen trees, displaced animals, and standing water," the county said in a statement
Saturday evening. "Residents should use extreme cau�on when returning to their homes."

9:20 p.m. Harris County to help residents test well water

Harris County plans to help residents test private water wells for contamina�on in Tropical Storm
Harvey's a�ermath.

http://www.chron.com/houston/article/Mail-service-in-Houston-suspended-because-of-12162661.php
http://fbcoem.org/news-release-evacuation-orders-lifted-for-portions-of-barker-reservoir/
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Floodwaters harbor bacteria, fungi, viruses and other contaminants that could have infiltrated
private water wells. Water should be tested and chlorinated before drinking, county officials say.

Star�ng Tuesday, residents can pick up bo�les to collect samples and have them tested at 11
loca�ons around the county.

A list of loca�ons can be found here.

8:30 p.m. Harvey vic�m found dead floa�ng in Cypress Creek

Tomas Carreon-Esquivel, 25, became the 29th flood vic�m confirmed by the Harris County
medical examiner.

Carreon-Esquivel's body was found floa�ng in Cypress Creek, according to the medical examiner.

Officials es�mate Carreon-Esquivel died on Friday at around 1:15 p.m. His body was found
around 22411 Greenbrook Drive.

More than 50 people - including a veteran Houston police officer - have died or are feared dead in
the Houston area and beyond in flooding or circumstances connected to Tropical Storm Harvey,
according to local officials.

Our staff has the full story here.

7:30 p.m. Harris County flood control officials: no more uncontrolled releases from Addicks, Barker

Water is no longer spilling out of the north side of Addicks reservoir, Harris County Flood Control
District Officials said Saturday.

That means flooding near Eldridge Parkway and Tanner Road from the uncontrolled releases is
decreasing.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is s�ll releasing about 13,300 cubic feet per second
of water from Addicks and Barker reservoirs. This has been largely the same for days.

Water from Tropical Storm Harvey pooling in the reservoirs has caused widespread flooding
upstream, while releases contributed to flooding of thousands of homes along Buffalo Bayou.

http://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Portals/27/Documents/News/Well%20water%20testing.pdf?ver=2017-09-02-195918-647
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Harvey-Aftermath-Houston-police-officer-dies-19-12159139.php


9/3/2017 After Harvey, Houstonians eye long road to recovery - Houston Chronicle

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php 9/35

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner called for a mandatory evacua�on of west Houston homes that
are inundated.

7:15 p.m. Harris County ramps up debris collec�on

People who live in unincorporated Harris County and need help with debris removal or repairs to
their homes can call a hotline with ques�ons: (713) 274-3880.

The hotline can help people answer ques�ons about debris removal, permits needed to repair or
rebuild homes or other buildings, and other general ques�ons about basic needs.

"The major goal of the Harris County Residen�al Debris and Damage Assessment Hotline is to
ensure that public roads and other infrastructure do not pose an immediate threat to public
safety," the county stated in a news release Saturday. "Harris County Residen�al Debris and
Damage Assessment teams are currently working to conduct safety and damage assessments,
while clearing debris from public roads in areas where flood waters have receded."

6:15 p.m. FEMA registra�on applica�ons top half a million

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has received more than 507,000 applica�ons for aid
in the a�ermath of Hurricane Harvey.

FEMA has approved $114.7 million in aid to 161,000 people so far. About $33.6 million is for
assistance with housing, such as paying displaced vic�ms' rent, and $81 million will help vic�ms
replace personal property, pay for transporta�on, as well as medical and dental assistance.

5:40 p.m. Mayor Sylvester Turner orders mandatory evacua�on of West Houston homes flooded
by Buffalo Bayou and dam releases

Mayor Sylvester Turner ordered a mandatory evacua�on of an area of West Houston which has
been inundated by high waters on Buffalo Bayou.

The order affects areas of Houston south of I-10, north of Briarforest, east of Addicks and Barker
reservoirs and west of Gessner.

About 300 people are believed to be in the area, which includes approximately 4,000 homes.
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That part of Houston will likely be underwater for weeks as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
releases water from the Addicks and Barker reservoirs to empty them out in case they need to
hold back water from future rains.

Our Ileana Najarro has the full story here.

5:20 p.m. Kingwood High School closed for foreseeable future, students to a�end Summer Creek
High

The Humble Independent School District said that students a�ending Kingwood High School will
have to a�end Summer Creek High School while the district a�empts to restore Kingwood High
from Hurricane Harvey damage. 

"This will require a modified schedule," said spokesperson Jamie Mount. "Humble ISD has asked
for families and staff to share input through a survey on scheduling op�ons."

Mount said Kingwood high could be closed for the en�re 2017-18 school year -- though it could
open sooner if restora�on work is completed.

"Under normal circumstances, we would never ask two large high schools to coexist under one
roof," Mount said. "Unfortunately, Hurricane Harvey took away normal."

4:15 p.m. Harris County homeowners can report damage to decrease home appraisals

The Harris County Appraisal district is encouraging homeowners to report damage from Hurricane
Harvey so residents can lower their property tax bill.

The district said homeowners can report damage through the "HCAD app," which can be
downloaded on iPhone, iPad or Android phones.

Residents can also report damage by calling (713) 821-5805, or emailing help@hcad.org. HCAD
asks residents to provide name, address, phone number, account number and inches or feet of
water that flooded vic�ms' homes.

"The appraisal district can use this informa�on to iden�fy the most damaged neighborhoods and
proper�es to help the homeowner next year when the property is reappraised January 1 by

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Houston-mayor-issues-mandatory-evacuation-of-12169618.php
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possibly reducing the value because of exis�ng damage or ongoing repair work," said Roland
Al�nger, chief appraiser at HCAD.

4:00 p.m. City of Houston warns vic�ms of insurance fraud

Houston officials said scammers are robo-calling flood vic�ms and telling them they may not get
covered for Hurricane Harvey damage unless they pay "past due" premiums.

City officials say this is a scam, and that real warnings come between 30 and 90 days before an
insurance company rescinds coverage.

"Insurance companies and agents selling flood insurance policies do NOT use this process to
communicate with customers about their flood insurance policies," officials said in a release.

The officials said vic�ms receiving these robo-calls should call their insurance companies or the
Na�onal Flood Insurance Program at 1-800-638-6620.

3:50 p.m. PetWell Partners to offer free vet services a�er Harvey 

When PetWell Partners reopened its Bellaire clinic just a few days a�er Tropical Storm Harvey
swept the region, David Strauss realized the toll the storm had taken on hundreds of desperate pet
owners.

The co-founder of the company met a couple whose dog had been having seizures for three days.
At one point, they brought it to a fire sta�on to get oxygen, Strauss said.

"It's crazy," he said. "There are so many good people trying to help."

PetWell Partners, which reopened eight of its animal clinics throughout the Houston area, will
offer free services and supplies for pets sickened or injured during the storm. Star�ng Monday,
vets will provide basic screening and treatments at certain loca�ons.

Our Katherine Blunt has the full story here. 

3:20 p.m. James Harden of the Houston Rockets announces $1 million dona�on for relief

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/about/article/PetWell-Partners-to-offer-free-vet-services-after-12169466.php
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Chants of "Houston! Houston! Houston!" erupted in Hall E of the George R. Brown Conven�on
Center Saturday when James Harden of the Houston Rockets strode in with Mayor Sylvester
Turner at his side. The basketball star announced he would donate $1 million to Harvey relief.

"I am thankful for this guy right here," Turner said.

As Harden walked through the center-turned-shleter, fans ran up to him, taking selfies, ge�ng
autographs and receiving fist bumps.

"It's the first �me I've seen you in person James, but I love you," a woman shouted as the star
signed her pocket notebook.

3:15 p.m. Six-month-old infant swept away in Harvey floodwaters

Authori�es in Walker County confirmed Saturday that a six-month-old baby was missing and had
been swept away in gushing floodwaters on August 27.

Firefighters had working to to rescue two men trapped in their pickup in the swollen waters of
Winters Bayou on Highway 150 near New Waverly and Coldspring, and heard screams nearby.

First responders found a couple up a tree, seeking refuge from the water. They had been fleeing
Houston flooding, heading for Louisiana, said Jimmy Williams, with the New Waverly Fire
Department.

They became trapped in high water on Highway 150, and had to flee their pickup.

"The current was so fast, it ripped the baby out of their arms," Williams said. "So the baby was
lost."

Our St. John Barned-Smith has the full story here. 

3:oo p.m. President Trump leaves Houston

President Donald Trump le� Houston a�er mee�ng residents sheltered at NRG Center. 

He arrived Saturday morning to meet with members of the Texas Delega�on at Ellington Field Joint
Reserve Base. He is expected to meet with members of the Louisiana Delega�on and emergency

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Six-month-old-infant-swept-away-in-Harvey-12169362.php
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response teams in Louisiana this a�ernoon.

1:15 p.m. Oil and gas workers reboard offshore rigs in Gulf of Mexico

Oil and gas workers are reboarding offshore pla�orms and rigs in the Gulf of Mexico to assess
damages a�er Tropical Storm Harvey.

On Saturday, personnel had returned to all five rigs evacuated during the storm. About 6 percent of
737 sta�onary produc�on pla�orms remained evacuated. 

The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement is inspec�ng offshore facili�es and
monitoring efforts to restart produc�on opera�ons. It has not yet received any damage reports.

1:00 p.m. Church holds benefit for Saldivar family 

By the �me the flood waters receded and the white van reappeared, Virginia Saldivar was already
expec�ng the worst.

But Saldivar, the grandmother of the four children who drowned in Greens Bayou and daughter in
law of the the elderly couple in the van, will cherish her memories of the children as their short
lives drew to a tragic end.

Belia and Manuel Saldivar, ages 81 and 84, were found in the front seats. The bodies of their four
great-grandchildren -- ages 16, 14, 8 and 6 -- were found in the rear of the van.

"They were our life," Saldivar said. "That's what we're remembering — how wonderful they were."

A benefit was held Saturday at the Iglesia Cris�ana Principe de Paz for the family of the six vic�ms
who were trapped in flood waters on Greens River Road.

The community room of the church filled with friends, extended family and members of the
community coming together to show support for a family devastated by the flood that's taken over
50 lives.

"We want everyone to know that we're very thankful for all the love and support," Saldivar said.
"It's really and truly been overwhelming."

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Sheriff-Van-with-six-drowned-family-members-12161414.php
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12:50: Humble ISD announces back-to-school date

Humble ISD will reopen for the first day of school Sept. 7.

Kingwood High School and Summer Creek High School will reopen Sept. 11 because of the damage
they sustained a�er the storm.

Staff members are required to report to work Sept. 5. 

12:35 p.m. Last cruise stuck at sea due to Harvey makes port

For the more than 3,000 passengers aboard the Carnival Breeze, an extra week at sea due to
Harvey's wrath ended on a steamy Saturday morning in Galveston.

The Breeze was the last of four ships to dock in the Port of Galveston's cruise terminal a�er being
turned away last week as Harvey strengthened from a tropical storm to a hurricane. The cruise
was originally supposed to end Sunday, and was given clearance to dock early Saturday.

Our Marialuisa Rincon has the full story here.

12:20 p.m. HISD offers more details on damages and displacement

Houston ISD officials said they've surveyed 245 schools as of early Saturday, with plans to reach
the roughly 35 remaining campuses. About 200 schools had standing water, with 53 suffering
"major" damage and 22 receiving "extensive" damage, which is more severe, Chief Opera�ng
Officer Brian Busby said.

Some schools may never be inhabitable again, Superintendent Richard Carranza said, but it's too
early to make that judgment.

Carranza said a decision about reloca�ng students to other campuses will be made no earlier than
Tuesday. He's exploring the possibility of "double shi�s" at some campuses, with students from
one school a�ending classes in the morning to early a�ernoon, and students from another school
coming into the same building for classes from early a�ernoon to evening.

Our Jacob Carpenter has the full story here.

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/article/Last-cruise-stuck-at-sea-due-to-Harvey-makes-port-12169070.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/HISD-offers-some-detail-on-school-damage-and-12169200.php
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12:15 p.m. President Trump arrives at NRG Center

President Donald Trump and Texas Governor Greg Abbo� arrived at NRG Center Saturday to visit
with those affected by the storm. 

Read more here. 

12:10 p.m. Cy-Fair ISD delays start of school to Sept. 11

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD has delayed the start of school from Sept. 6 to Sept. 11 because several
campuses face sewage issues, Superintendent Mark Henry said in an announcement. 

'This is a dynamic situa�on," he said. "It is difficult to predict other issues we may face in the
coming weeks."

Staff will report to work Sept. 7.

The district we have extended its free meal program at Holbrook and Owens elementary schools
and Cypress Lakes High School through Sept. 10. 

12:05 p.m. Brazoria County issues mandatory evacua�ons

Brazoria County has issued a mandatory evacua�on order for areas where that ac�on had been
voluntary. The order includes most areas west of State Highway 288.

Noon: Parents arrive to Carrillo Elementary School to feed their children

Deimin Ramirez, 28, tapped the wooden cafeteria table.

"Eat the pear too," she ordered her 7 and 5-year-old.

Ramirez was the first mother at Carrillo Elementary School Saturday morning receiving a free hot
lunch for herself and her three daughters as part of a new HISD effort that launched Saturday to aid
Harvey vic�ms.

The brisket sandwiches, mashed potatoes and diced pears were a welcomed reprieve from the
few beans and rice the Ramirez family subsisted on for days.

http://www.chron.com/news/politics/article/Wheels-up-Trump-is-on-his-way-to-Houston-for-a-12168979.php
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The remaining food stamps in her possession were barely enough for Ramirez to shop at the
nearby Fiesta Mart, which itself had been running low on supplies for the storm's dura�on.

"They were hungry," Ramirez said of her daughters, as she uncapped a water bo�le for her 2-year-
old.

Water seeped into their one bedroom apartment a few blocks away from the school, but the only
damage sustained was a soaked living room carpet that has already been torn out.

Structural damage to their house during Hurricane Ike forced the family to move into an apartment
with a more manageable rent. Last year they moved again, this �me into the apartments
surrounding Fiesta and the school.

School officials put out calls to neighboring families in both English and Spanish announcing the
free breakfast, lunch, and dinner available this weekend. Concerned some may have lost power
and therefore missed the phone call, staff members printed out flyers on Saturday to deliver door-
to-door.

As her girls wiped gravy off their mouths with the back of their hands, Ramirez called up a couple
of her neighbors le�ng them know the school had food.

She packed up the le�overs--mostly pears--as she headed out to search for any milk at Fiesta.

"They're used to milk in the morning," Ramirez said. "We didn't have any since Saturday."

11:45 a.m. H-E-B resumes normal business hours at many Houston stores

Fi�y-one H-E-B stores resumed normal hours Saturday as the company worked to restock its chain
with essen�als. 

About 30 stores, including the Gulfgate, Bay City, Grand Parkway, Dairy Ashford, Friendswood and
Lake Jackson loca�ons, will keep modified hours through Sunday. All will close at 6 p.m. or later.
Some will stay open un�l 10 or 11 p.m.

Four loca�ons remained closed: Braeswood/Chimney Rock, Kingwood, Orange and Joe V's Smart
Shop in Wallisville.
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11:20: President Trump touches down at Ellington Field

President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump touched down in Houston at Ellington Field
with plans to meet residents affected by the storm and visit a relief shelter. 

11:00 a.m. City of Houston asks some residents to refrain from normal water use

The West District and Turkey Creek wastewater treatment plants have flooded, and the City of
Houston has asked residents in those area to refrain from flushing and using extra water to clean,
shower or bathe un�l further no�ce. It's working to make repairs.

The following zip codes are affected: 77024, 77041, 77043, 77055, 77077, 77079, 77080 and
77094.

10:50 a.m. Houston ISD outlines widespread damage and student displacement

Houston ISD Superintendent Richard Carranza said at a Saturday press conference there is a small
chance the district will delay the start of school later than Sept. 11, but it's working to resume
opera�ons by then.

He said as many as 12,000 students will need to be temporarily relocated from damaged schools,
some of which won't open for months. The district does not yet have a list of those schools.

10:05 a.m. Coast Guard con�nues rescue efforts in Port Arthur

The Coast Guard dispatched more than 200 personnel on Saturday to aid the Port Arthur area.

It deployed 27 shallow-dra� vessels, which are capable of opera�ng in flooded urban
areas. Responders there have rescued more than 490 people and 155 pets in the past 24 hours.

9:45 a.m. Houston ac�vists organize Trump protest

The Houston Socialist Movement and other organiza�ons are planning to protest President Donald
Trump when he visits a local relief center at noon. The loca�on has not been disclosed.

In a statement, the ac�vists said they plan to "send a powerful message of opposi�on to the
President and the white supremacists and misogynists who support him."  
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9:30 a.m. Cy-Fair ISD offers free meals before reopening

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD is offering free meals for children and accompanying adults Sept. 2-4 at
Owens and Holbrook elementary schools and Cypress Lakes High School. Food will be served from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The school district will reopen Sept. 6. The USDA has waived all free and reduced meal eligibility
requirements through the end of the month.

9:00 a.m. Houston firefighters respond to house fire near Memorial

Houston firefighters are ba�ling a one-alarm fire at a house on Whitewing Lane south of Memorial
Drive. Flames have breached the roof in mul�ple places.

The department has also responded to a one-alarm fire at a house on Frey Road near Edgebrook. 

8:15 a.m. Meteorologists expect almost no rain Labor Day weekend 

Space City Weather's latest forecast an�cipates warm, sunny weather with almost no chance of
rain in the Houston area this weekend. Early next week, a cool front might increase the chance of
rain, but it's not expected to accumulate. 

The forecast an�cipates that Hurricane Irma, now brewing in the Atlan�c Ocean, will turn north
before moving into the Gulf of Mexico later next week. 

7:40 a.m. President Trump to meet with Harvey vic�ms in Houston

 President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump will arrive in Texas Saturday morning to
meet individuals affected by the storm, visit a relief center and meet with members of the Texas
Delega�on at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Texas. They will also meet with members of the
Louisiana Delega�on and emergency response teams in Louisiana this a�ernoon. They visited
Corpus Chris� and Aus�n earlier this week. 

6:35 a.m. Trump announces Sunday as Na�onal Day of Prayer for Harvey

Trump announced Sunday would be a Na�onal Day of Prayer for Hurricane Harvey vic�ms, na�onal
responders and recovery efforts, according to a press release from the White House.

https://spacecityweather.com/houston-forecast-little-rain-and-a-wonderful-cold-front/
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"I urge Americans of all faiths and religious tradi�ons and backgrounds to offer prayers today for all
those harmed by Hurricane Harvey, including people who have lost family members or been
injured, those who have lost homes or other property, and our first responders, law enforcement
officers, military personnel, and medical professionals leading the response and recovery efforts,"
the statement read.  

6:15 a.m. Benefit to be held for family of 6 who died during Harvey 

A benefit will be held in north Houston for the family of six that was found dead Wednesday inside
a van at Greens Bayou in east Houston, according to Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez. 

Saturday's benefit at 2321 Trenton Road will raise money for funeral services for the family. It
starts at 11 a.m. and food plates will be sold. 

6 a.m. Mandatory evacua�on issued for streets in Lake Jackson 

A mandatory evacua�on has been issued for people living on Dewberry Court, Strawberry Drive
and Dewberry Street in Lake Jackson due to rising floodwaters, according to local television
reports. 

5:45 a.m. Nearly all Kroger stores in Houston area have re-opened

All but two -- 108 out of 110 -- Kroger stores have re-opened in the Houston area, the chain
announced. Store at Champion Forest & Cypresswood and Highway 249 and Cypresswood have
sustained extensive damage. 

About 800 truckloads of product have also been delivered to stores in the last three days.

Kroger also recently set up the Hurricane Harvey Rx Hotline at 844-849-6807, so pa�ents can get
refills of their medica�ons and transfer prescrip�ons quickly. 

5:30 a.m. Senator Ted Cruz visits other storm impacted Texas ci�es

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz. R-Texas, visited Lamar, Rockport, Fulton and Port Aransas on Friday to thank
first responders and volunteers for serving their communi�es, according to a statement from his
office. He also visited several Emergency Opera�on Centers, firehouses and helped residents
remove debris. 

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Sheriff-Van-with-six-drowned-family-members-12161414.php
http://abc13.com/mandatory-evacuations-ordered-in-lake-jackson/2368519/
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"In every city I have visited, people are uni�ng to help one another. Volunteers of all ages are
selflessly dedica�ng their �me and energy into rebuilding coastal communi�es in the a�ermath of
Harvey," Cruz said in the statement. "Through these inspira�onal ac�ons, Texans are providing
examples of leadership to our na�on and proving that in �mes like these, we come together."

4:30 a.m. Local restaurants will donate proceeds to Harvey recovery

Benjy Levit's two popular Houston restaurant brands, Benjy's and Local Foods will donate 25
percent of sales through Sunday, Sept. 3, to JJ Wa�'s Houston Flood Relief Fund.

A group of other local restaurants are also dona�ng some of their business profits to Harvey relief
over Labor Day weekend. 

3:10 a.m. GoFundMe to send Houston meteorologist Jeff Lindner on vaca�on smashes goal

Jeff Lindner, the Harris County Flood Control District meteorologist has been working non-stop for
five days bringing vital informa�on to people across the Bayou City.

Lindner has been such an indispensable source throughout Harvey, that Houstonian Blake Ford set
up a GoFundMe campaign to send him on a well-deserved vaca�on.

As of early Saturday morning the account had raised more than $16,000, surpassing its original goal
of $4,000. 

2:00 a.m. Harris County Morgue pushing its limit due to rising Harvey death toll

The rising death toll from Tropical Storm Harvey has stressed the opera�ons of the Harris County
morgue, promp�ng officials to call for extra storage support.

The Harris County Ins�tute of Forensic Sciences has capacity for 203 bodies. As of Friday
a�ernoon, there were 134 bodies in storage, according to Tricia Rudisill Bentley, a spokeswoman
for the agency.

In response, the state has provided a refrigerated truck for "extra storage capacity as ongoing
search and recovery efforts con�nue over the next several weeks," Bentley said.

1:00 a.m. Japanese companies pledge dona�ons to Hurricane Harvey relief

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/entertainment/restaurants-bars/article/Dine-out-to-support-Harvey-relief-efforts-12167434.php
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Jeff-Lindner-Hurricane-Harvey-flooding-GoFundMe-12168127.php


9/3/2017 After Harvey, Houstonians eye long road to recovery - Houston Chronicle

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php 21/35

Some Japanese companies are making significant contribu�ons to relief efforts for Hurricane
Harvey, according to the Consulate-General Japan in Houston. Mitsubishi Corpora�on and
Mitsubishi Corpora�on Americas will contribute $300,000. Mitsui & Company Inc pledged
$100,000 and Itochu Interna�onal Inc. also donated $20,000. 

FRIDAY, Sept. 1

11:45 p.m.  Missouri City officials demobilize Emergency Opera�ons Center. 

Missouri City demobilized its Emergency Opera�ons Center on Friday. Relief efforts are s�ll
ongoing and and can be coordinated through city personnel. Updates about evacua�ons and storm
relief efforts will be shared through www.missouricityready.com.

10 p.m. SNAP recipients will automa�cally get benefits added to their cards

Recipients of the Supplemental Nutri�on Assistance Program will see their September benefits
automa�cally added to their Lone Star cards on Friday, according to the Texas Health and Human
Services Department. This applies to people who fall in the 58 coun�es included in the state
disaster declara�on following Hurricane Harvey.

Normally, people receive their benefits staggered throughout the first half of the month. Texas will
issue $160 million in benefits early to more than 600,000 SNAP households in coun�es affected by
the historic storm.

SNAP recipients will also see a percentage of their August benefits added on Saturday to their
Lone Star Cards to replace food lost during the storm. More than 716,000 SNAP households are
expected to receive replacement benefits. 

9:50 p.m. Death toll for Harvey climbs 

 The Harris County medical examiner's office has confirmed the deaths of two more volunteer
rescuers who went missing a�er their boat struck a power line on Monday, sending an electrical
jolt through the vessel and tossing those onboard into the water.

Officials said the bodies of Gustavo Rodriguez, 40, and a 33-year-old man were found on the banks
of Greens Bayou on Thursday.

http://www.missouricityready.com/
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Rela�ves and friends had hoped that Rodriguez and Benjamin Vizuet, 33, had managed to survive
the incident, which killed two other volunteer rescuers: Jorge Raul Perez, 33, and 45-year-old Yanir
Rubio-Vizuet.

The four were part of a group of five, accompanied by two journalists with the London-based Daily
Mail, who ventured out Monday a�ernoon to rescue neighbors in the Northshore area. The boat
disappeared while headed toward a wheelchair-bound resident's home.

The medical examiner's office confirmed one other flooding vic�m Friday: Efrain Angel, 26, who
was found Tuesday in a drainage ditch near Harris County Katy Park. 

Officials on Friday also iden�fied three vic�ms found earlier this week. They are Keisha Monique
Williams, 32, found Wednesday on Woodforest Boulevard in Houston; Colby Henry Osorno, 24,
found Thursday in the Greens Bayou/Houston Ship Channel area; and Victor Manuel Acevedo, 67,
found Thursday in an alley a�er floodwaters receded on Arkansas Street in East Houston.

9:40 p.m. Houston has highest smog spike since 2003 

The city saw on Friday the highest smog spike since 2003, according to Houston Air Quality Media.
At 3 p.m., the air quality read 201 parts per billion for ozone, which is the highest one-hour spike
since Oct. 23, 2003.  The one-hour standard for ozone is 125 ppb. Saturday will also be the third
day in a row with a forecast calling for an ozone ac�on alert in Houston. 

9:10 p.m. People are reportedly impersona�ng City of Houston and FEMA inspectors 

People are reportedly impersona�ng City of Houston and Federal Emergency Management Agency
inspectors, according to a statement from the city. They are apparently knocking on doors and
a�emp�ng to break into residents' homes. Both FEMA and city employees wear clearly labeled
photo badges. The city encourages people to ask for properly labeled iden�fica�on from those
posing as city or FEMA employees. 

8:20 p.m. HISD to provide three free meals a day to families affected by Harvey

The Houston Independent School District announced Friday it would provide free meals three
�mes a day star�ng Saturday. The school district's nutri�on services will provide breakfast, lunch
and dinner free of charge at nine sites across Houston. Lunch service starts Saturday at Almeda
Elementary, Barbara Bush elementary, Carrillo Elementary and DeChaumes Elementary.
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8:10 p.m. President Donald Trump requests $7.9 billion for Harvey recovery 

 President Donald Trump has apparently sent lawmakers a request for $7.9 billion to help in
Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts, according to the Associated Press.

President Trump is set to visit Houston on Saturday and has plans to speak with Mayor Sylvester
Turner. 

7:50 p.m..: Two more chemical containers explode at Crosby plant

Towering flames and plumes of jet black smoke poured from the flooded Arkema plant in Crosby as
two container of vola�le organic peroxides exploded around 5 p.m., officials said.

The two trailers that caught fire were about 25 feet apart, said Arkema execu�ve Richard Rennard.
One container caught fire, and the heat from that fire ignited the other container, Rennard said.

"You could call this a warning sign that more explosions or fires could be coming soon," said Jeff
Carr, Arkema spokesperson, describing the release of the pressure valves.

This is the second day of explosions at the Arkema plant, which lost power earlier this week,
knocking out the primary supply and back-up generators. This forced employees to move the
organic peroxides into nine 18-wheeler box vans with cooling systems.

6:15 p.m. President Donald will visit Houston Saturday 

 President Donald Trump is making a return visit to storm-ravaged Texas on Saturday, this �me
touching down in Houston, where flood-waters are just beginning to recede. 
Unlike his first trip on Tuesday, the president is expected to meet with actual storm survivors.

The visit will give Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner his first chance to talk to Trump since the storm
hit. Trump has been in frequent communica�on with Gov. Greg Abbo� and other elected officials
in person and by phone. But Turner said on Thursday he had not spoken with the president,
although the White House did call earlier in the week.

4:25: Emergency water shortage on Bolivar
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The Bolivar Peninsula Special U�lity District has called for a Stage 5 emergency water shortage
condi�on as flooding around the Lower Neches Valley Authority's surface water plant has caused it
to cease opera�ons.

The u�lity district's website advises residents to bring their water to a rolling boil prior to
consump�on and cease any non-essen�al use of water.

Officials will not be able to assess the damage and li� the order un�l the water has completely
receded in Winnie, where the plant is located, said Galveston County public informa�on officer
Bri�any Viegas.

2:44 p.m.: Three new coun�es receive disaster declara�on

Gov. Greg Abbo� on Friday added Polk, Tyler and Walker coun�es to the federal disaster
declara�on. This addi�on will bring the number of coun�es receiving federal assistance to 36.

The three coun�es are eligible to receive individual assistance, public assistance and hazard
mi�ga�on from FEMA in response to the damage caused by Hurricane Harvey. 

2:09 p.m.: With water falling, if you have not flooded you should be OK

Harris County Flood Control District meteorologist Jeff Lindner tweeted that "water is falling...if
you have not flooded you will not flood." 

2 p.m.: Stretch of I-10 open

Interstate 10 is open from FM 2100 and beyond Highway 61 to the east now that debris has been
cleared, according to Baytown police. I-10 is s�ll closed at the San Jacinto River Bridge, both east-
and westbound.

1:44 p.m.: Commissioners extend Harris County disaster designa�on for two weeks

Harris County Commissioners Court on Friday held an emergency mee�ng to extend the county's
state of disaster for two weeks, as it grapples with the devasta�on from Tropical Storm Harvey.

The state of disaster allows County Judge Ed Emme� to declare curfews, prohibit travel in parts of
the county as well as suspend county rules regula�ng contrac�ng or suspend tolls on toll roads.
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"The recovery is going to be every bit as difficult as handling the flooding crisis itself," Emme� said.

Commissioners Court also began working out how to pay employees who worked or could not get
to work during the storm.

The county also upped funds for debris removal from $5 million to $20 million.

The county has "dozens" of on-call contracts with consultants to do work, such as construc�on
and repairs. In the a�ermath of Harvey, commissioners increased the amount they have available
to pay each of these contractors by $100,000 in order to facilitate recovery efforts.

11:47 a.m.: Mayor Turner asks residents with water in homes near reservoir to evacuate

Mayor Sylvester Turner on Friday asked some residents who live near the Addicks Reservoir to
leave their homes.

This is a voluntary evacua�on of homes, including apartment buildings, of the already flooded
proper�es west of Gessner, east of Highway 6, south of Interstate 10, and north of Briar Forest.

Water will be released from the dam into the neighborhood - roughly bordered by Briarforest to
the south, the reservoir to the west, I-10 to the north and Gessner to the east - for the next 10 to
15 days, Turner said at a news conference.

Homes that are already flooded are likely to stay several feet under water, he added.

Ci�ng residents' safety and the toll water rescues take on first responders, Turner asked all
residents who had water in their homes to leave.

"I simply do not feel comfortable with you remaining in your homes with water," Turner said. "And
I have to take into account the stress that's being imposed by our first responders."

Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo echoed on Tuesday Turner's remarks.

"We cannot spent the next 14, 15 days being a water taxi service," he said.

The 35 inches of rain that fell following Hurricane Harvey inundated the Barker and Addicks
reservoirs, in west Harris County.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has since been deliberately releasing water from both reservoirs
into nearby neighborhoods, a�er widespread flooding upstream of the reservoirs caused flooding.

11:34 a.m.: FEMA creates website to combat disaster fraud

FEMA created a website to help Hurricane Harvey survivors avoid scams, iden�ty the� and fraud.

Some key �ps to remember:

Federal and state works do not ask for or accept money

All FEMA employees have laminated photo ID badges

If you suspect fraud, call the FEMA Disaster Fraud Hotline: 866-720-5721 or report it to the
Federal Trade Commission.

Visit the site: fema.gov/hurricane-harvey-rumor-control

10 a.m.: Brazos River crests in Fort Bend County

The Brazos River crested at about 55.18 feet in Fort Bend County, said County Judge Bob Hebert.

By 9 a.m., the river had dropped to 55.1 feet.

The county will be li�ing mandatory evacua�on areas as soon as possible, Hebert said.

9:20 a.m.: A second container of chemicals explodes at Arkema plant in Crosby

At least one more container of vola�le organic chemicals erupted late Thursday at the flooded
Arkema plant in Crosby, according to one official.

They follow earlier explosions of the same chemicals that caused 40-foot flames about 1 a.m.
Thursday

This �me the decomposi�on process did not spark a chemical blaze.

The 18000 Crosby Eastgate plant flooded earlier this week and lost power.

• 

• 

• 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/fema.gov/hurricane-harvey-rumor-control
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
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The Chronicle's Lindsay Ellis and Keri Blakinger have more here.

8:45 a.m.: Brazos River in central Brazoria yet to crest

Na�onal Weather Service officials have stretched out the projected �meline for the Brazos River
to crest in central Brazoria County.

The river is now projected to hit 32 feet – its peak point and the threshold for "major" flooding
level – by Wednesday a�ernoon. Earlier projec�ons showed the river cres�ng at about 34.5 feet
today or tomorrow.

A river gauge near Rosharon shows water con�nues to drop, albeit very slowly. Current forecasts
show the Brazos remaining above "major" flood stage through at least Wednesday. Federal officials
have not projected the river's height beyond Wednesday.

State Highway 35 between Angleton and West Columbia remains closed, though roads in
downtown West Columbia remain open.

8:15 a.m.: Ki�en provides comfort in Fort Bend County Office of Emergency Management

Officials in Fort Bend County are redeeming the name Harvey, giving it to a ginger ki�en that
sneaked into the county's Office of Emergency Management.

According to the office's twi�er account, Harvey is giving "snuggles and purrs" to all.

7:30 a.m.: Gov. Greg Abbo� launches Rebuild Texas Fund

Texas Gov. Greg Abbo� launched Friday morning the Rebuild Texas Fund to pay for immediate
relief and long term recovery and rebuilding efforts across the Gulf Coast, following Hurricane
Harvey.

Abbo� - in partnership with Texas na�ves Michael and Susan Dell - hope to raise $100 million by
the end of Labor Day weekend.

"A state that's as large as Texas requires a response as big as Texas," Abbo� said Friday on Good
Morning America.

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/article/Second-of-chemicals-erupt-at-flooded-Arkema-plant-12166702.php?t=5976cbdc4a
https://twitter.com/fbcoem/status/903602250274222080


9/3/2017 After Harvey, Houstonians eye long road to recovery - Houston Chronicle

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Houston-hunkers-to-Harvey-braces-for-long-storm-12003388.php 28/35

Through their founda�on, the Michael & Susan Dell Founda�on, the Dells will contribute a total of
$36 million to the fund, Susan Dell said Friday on Good Morning America.

To donate: text RebuildTx to 91999 or go to rebuildtx.org.

Read more here.

6:51 a.m.: Water level in Addicks, Barker reservoirs con�nue to drop

The Addicks Reservoir is down to 108.38 feet a�er a peak of 109.1, according to Jeff Lindner,
meteorologist with the Na�onal Weather Service.

The Barker Reservoir is down to 100.63 feet - almost a foot lower than it's peak on Wednesday,
Lindner added.

Water is s�ll overflowing at the north end of the Addicks Reservoir, spilling out of the sides at 108
cubic feet per second.

6:36 a.m.: JJ Wa� hits $10 million fundraising goal

Texans defensive end JJ Wa� exceeded his goal to raise $10 million for Hurricane Harvey flood
vic�ms, reaching nearly $13.6 million by 6:30 a.m. Friday.

Wa�'s campaign started on Sunday with the goal of raising $200,000. Upwards of 130,000 people
have donated.

"My focus is very much on ge�ng this money directly back to the people," Wa� said in a video on
Twi�er.

He added his team has semi trucks filled with supplies - including water, food, clothing, generators
and cleaning products - ready to head to Houston.

"Houston, we're thinking of you," Wa� said.

Wa� is s�ll taking dona�ons here.

5:45 a.m. Public health worries follow Harvey's floodwaters

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/article/Abbott-launches-Rebuilt-Texas-Fund-goal-of-12166554.php?t=e86cb9477c
https://www.youcaring.com/victimsofhurricaneharvey-915053
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The floodwaters that rushed across the region can carry E. Coli and Shigella, which can cause
serious gastrointes�nal distress. It's rare, but there's also the "flesh-ea�ng bacteria" vibrio
vulnificus.

Dangerous contaminants in the water could include benzene, dioxins, lead and arsenic from
Superfund sites as well as pes�cides and toxic cleaning fluids from the cabinets of flooded homes
as well as fecal ma�er from animals and humans.

Mold can easily develop in flooded homes.

Mosquitoes are likely coming in droves.

Healthcare reporter Todd Ackerman lays out the major concerns.

5:10 a.m. Harvey expected to cause temporary spike in gas prices

Harvey closed refineries and pipelines in southeast Texas, which in turn caused gasoline to reach
on Thursday its highest price so far in 2017, AAA reported.

The na�onal average reached $2.45 per gallon and is likely to climb a few cents higher to $2.50,
according to the automo�ve organiza�on - the first �me gas has cost that much since August
2015. The spike is expected to peter out by mid to late September.

Surprisingly, gas prices in Texas rose less in the last week than in many other states. Texas' average
price saw an 11-cent increase from Aug. 25 to Aug. 31. In the same period, these states saw larger
spikes:

South Carolina (19 cents)

Delaware (18 cents)

Kentucky (17 cents)

Georgia, Missouri and North Carolina (16 cents)

Maryland (14 cents)

Alabama and Kansas (13 cents)

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Public-health-threat-from-Hurricane-Harvey-just-12163122.php?cmpid=hcael
http://gasprices.aaa.com/national-gas-price-average-hits-highest-pump-price-year/
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Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee and West Virginia (12 cents)

Read more from energy reporter Jordan Blum: Harvey's toll on refineries sparks widespread
gasoline shortages, price hikes

4:40 a.m. Harris County morgue asks state for tractor-trailer

Harris County's morgue has asked the state for a refrigerated tractor-trailer to supplement the
normal morgue, Fox News reported, and expects to receive it Friday.

The medical examiner tallied 25 storm-related deaths in the county as of 9 p.m. Thursday. The
latest was a 32-year-old woman found lying across a fence a�er floodwaters receded in the 12400
block of Woodforest Boulevard in northeast Houston. Her name was not immediately released.

Tricia Bentley, spokeswoman for the Harris County Ins�tute of Forensic Sciences, said in email
Friday a�ernoon that the morgue's storage capacity is 203 bodies.

"We currently have 160 decedents in-house," Bentley said. "We con�nue to release bodies daily.
Yesterday, we released 30 cases to funeral homes."

She said ins�tute remains able to accommodate the storage of human remains for "our regular
daily volume as well as those recovered in rela�on to Hurricane Harvey."

4:10 a.m. Southwest Airlines cancels flights in and out of Hobby Airport through noon Saturday

Southwest Airlines has canceled all flights through noon Saturday in and out of Houston's Hobby
Airport, a regional hub for the carrier.

The airline invited customers to donate their frequent-flyer points to relief organiza�ons in
Harvey's wake.

3 a.m. Harris County courts closed next week, jury duty canceled

The Harris County Criminal Jus�ce Center announced it will remain closed next week. All felony
and misdemeanor hearings will be postponed exactly two weeks. 

• 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/article/Harvey-s-toll-on-refineries-sparks-widespread-12165728.php?cmpid=hcael
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2017/08/31/texas-county-morgue-could-soon-run-out-room-after-harvey.html
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Jury duty is canceled for next week. Anyone who had been summoned does not need to appear
and also does not need to reschedule.

2:05 a.m. Trash collec�on resumes Thursday in Houston

The city of Houston will resume regular trash collec�on star�ng Thursday. Curbside recycling is
temporarily suspended.

The city asks residents to separate storm debris into several piles:

Vegeta�on – leaves (do not put in bags), logs, plants, tree branches

Construc�on and demoli�on debris – building materials, carpet, drywall, furniture, lumber,
ma�resses and plumbing

Appliances – air condi�oners, dishwashers, freezers, refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers
and water heaters

Electronics – computers, radios, stereos, televisions, other devices with a cord

Household hazardous waste – cleaning supplies, ba�eries, lawn chemical, oils, oil-based
paints, stains and pes�cides

For more details, check the city Public Works department's website.

For more on the restora�on of city services, check this update from City Hall reporter Mike Morris.

1:30 a.m. Friday: Legislature likely will need second special session due to Harvey costs

As unofficial damage es�mates from Hurricane Harvey con�nued to grow, state officials
acknowledged Thursday for the first �me that another special legisla�ve session could be
necessary next year to address the state's growing tab.

"My personal assump�on right now is that we will probably be back in Aus�n at work no later than
January," said Senate Republican Caucus Chair Paul Be�encourt, R-Houston, echoing the
sen�ments of other House and Senate members.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/press-08302017a.html
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Houston-slowly-returns-to-life-as-services-get-12163044.php?cmpid=hcael
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"The governor and the Legisla�ve Budget Board have the ability to move around quite a bit of
money in current appropria�ons, but it probably won't be enough when all the bills come in. This
storm is going to cost more than (hurricanes) Katrina and Sandy put together, and I'm thinking we'll
be breaking the $200 billion mark before this over."

For the first �me, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick told the Chronicle on Thursday that he will support using
Rainy Day Fund monies to pay the Harvey repair bills, even though no decisions have been made
about "when we will tap the Rainy Day Fund or how much we will tap it."

Get the full story from state poli� cs reporter Mike Ward.

THURSDAY, Aug. 31

11:50 p.m. Thursday: Houston-area coaches and players put football on back burner 

On a sunny Thursday a�ernoon that suggests the worst of Hurricane Harvey is in the past, Mike
Ferrell is driving to Precinct 1 in Brazoria County to get sandbags for his house.

His neighborhood was under voluntary evacua�on from the Brazos River crest. He has players
volunteering to fill sandbags to help protect other homes.

"There are fish swimming on my street," Ferrell said.

Ferrell's head coaching debut with Brazosport is secondary at this moment. While Week 1
commences elsewhere throughout the state, football is secondary in the Greater Houston area
and Southeast Texas.

Read more from Adam Goldman, a high school football reporter for the Chronicle.

11:10 p.m. Power returning to Houston-area customers

CenterPoint Energy, one of the region's main electricity distribu�on companies, reports fewer than
30,000 customers without power for the first �me in days: 27,638 as of 11:10 p.m. Thursday.

That's down from about 37,000 earlier Thursday and well over 100,000 for much of the week.

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/politics/texas/article/Officials-Likelihood-of-special-legislative-12165842.php?cmpid=hcael
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/sports/highschool/article/High-school-coaches-players-put-football-on-the-12165866.php?cmpid=hcael
http://gis.centerpointenergy.com/outagetracker/?WT.ac=OC_Image_Callout
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CenterPoint's outage tracker shows concentra�ons in the Kingswood area and, ironically, along the
Energy Corridor, where flooding from two west Houston reservoirs makes many neighborhoods
unreachable.

Read more from energy reporter Ryan Maye Handy.

9:40 p.m. Body found in Greens Bayou in northeast Houston

Houston police reported finding a body Thursday evening in Greens Bayou in the city's northeast.

Police were working to retrieve the body, which was found shortly before 8 p.m. in the 12800
block of Wallisville Road. Authori�es could not yet say whether the body was a Harvey vic�m.

9:15 p.m. Scale of storm emerges as local agencies release sta�s�cs

The scale of Harvey's rainfall becomes more clear as weather agencies provide detailed sta�s�cs:

A trillion gallons of water fell on Harris County in just four days, the county flood control district
reports 
70 percent of the county's 1,777 square miles of land was covered with 18 inches of water or
more, according to Francisco Sanchez, spokesman for the county's emergency management office 
About 136,000 structures flooded in Harris County - one building out of every 10 registered with
the county appraisal district 
Harvey accounts for two of Houston's five we�est days on record, according to the Na�onal
Weather Service's local office. Record keeping began in 1892. 
8:40 p.m. More storm vic�ms iden�fied by Harris County medical examiner

The Harris County Ins�tute of Forensic Sciences on Thursday confirmed the iden�ty of a woman
who died when she drove into high waters Saturday night and le� her vehicle on Warrenton Drive
in Houston, near Buffalo Bayou. She was iden�fied as Batool Qasem, 76.

The ins�tute also iden�fied two volunteer rescuers who drowned a�er their boat was swept away
Monday by swollen Greens Bayou in northeast Houston: Jorge Raul Perez, 33, and Yahir Rubio-
Vizuet, 45.

Rela�ves said two other men from the boat remained missing as of Thursday, Benjamin Vizuet and
Gustavo Rodriguez.

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Outages-dwindling-across-Texas-but-many-still-12165137.php?cmpid=hcael
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"We're praying," a rela�ve said. "We pray that they are in a hospital."

Read more about the volunteer rescue opera� on turned tragic.

7:55 p.m. Fort Bend County adjusts evacua�on orders near reservoir

Fort Bend County is making some previously mandatory evacua�on orders voluntary near the
Barker reservoir to allow residents to reach their homes and begin the clean-up process, County
Judge Bob Hebert announced Thursday evening.

Check which neighborhoods are affected by the change.

Check the county's interac� ve map of evacua� on orders.

Read more Houston Chronicle coverage: Confusion surrounds evacua� ons near Barker Reservoir
issued overnight

7:30 p.m.: Crackdown on looters

State and federal officials along with prosecutors and police on Thursday targeted loo�ng and
other disaster-related predatory crimes in a bid to keep law and order across the region.

The effort comes as fewer looters appear to be opera�ng and law enforcement focuses on
keyboard criminals and scammers trying to commit iden�ty the�, price gouging and insurance or
investment fraud.

Representa�ves from federal and state law enforcement agencies formed a working group
Thursday to inves�gate and prosecute illegal ac�vity related to Hurricane Harvey, announced
ac�ng U.S. A�orney Abe Mar�nez.

"The last thing that vic�ms of this damage need is to be vic�mized again," Mar�nez said in a news
release. "Under the lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina, we bring a comprehensive law
enforcement focus to combat any criminal ac�vity arising from the tragedy of Hurricane Harvey
and the rebuilding efforts underway."

Read more about loo� ng and scams from criminal courts reporter Brian Rogers.

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/harvey-men-reported-missing-houston-vizueth-12160230.php
http://fbcoem.org/changes-to-evacuation-areas-in-fort-bend-county/
http://fbcoem.org/map-for-evacuation-zones-mapa-de-zonas-de-evacuacion/
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Confusion-surrounds-new-mandatory-evacuations-12164103.php?cmpid=hcael
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-weather/hurricaneharvey/article/Law-enforcement-agencies-coordinate-against-12165548.php?cmpid=hcael
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6:45 p.m.: Fort Bend County deputy constable involved in crash 

A Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Constable deputy traveling with an Odessa police officer, who both
recently arrived to help in the area, were transported to a hospital a�er a head-on crash late
Thursday a�ernoon, Constable Wayne Thompson said.

The pair, along with civilians also involved in the three-car crash, were in stable condi�on,
Thompson said. A vehicle traveling on Harlem near West Bellfort Road allegedly did not heed
warning sirens on the Constable vehicle, leading to the crash, Thompson said. The worst of the
injuries could turn out to be broken bones.

6:15 p.m.: U.S. Rep Mike McCaul promises federal aid recovery package 
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Texas Gov. Greg Abbott gives a briefing at the State of
Texas Emergency Command Center at DPS
headquarters in Austin.

AUSTIN -- Gov. Greg Abbo�  on Sunday
endorsed imposing new development
restric� ons on rebuilding efforts from
Hurricane Harvey to prevent future repeats
of the disastrous flooding in the Houston
area.

In the past, local plans to limit and control
runoff from large-rainfall storms have been

Abbo� : Rebuild coastal areas to abate
flood danger
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sidetracked by high costs and by opposi� on
from business and development interests in a city without zoning controls.

Abbo� 's comments appeared to put him on the side of new development limits, surely for
addi� onal flood-control protec� ons, in a city where the issue has been poli� cally challenging for
decades.

"As we go through the build-out phase, and rebuilding Texas, part of our focus must be on
rebuilding in a way that will prevent a disaster like this from happening again," he told reporters
before speaking during Sunday services at the Hyde Park Bap� st Church, on the official Day of
Prayer he proclaimed last week in Harvey's a. ermath.

"An easy thing to say about this is we need to
create the water ways and the water runoff,
capture and distribu�on, in ways that we will
be able to get flood waters out of the way
without it creeping back up into flooding
houses and other buildings."

He con�nued: "There are other strategies that
we are looking at . . . studies that have been
undertaken already that we can build upon to
make sure that we do a be� er job to prevent this type of flooding in the future."

As part of his con�nuing message of collabora�on with local officials, Abbo� said he has pledged
for the state to work as a team with Houston and Harris County in rebuilding to be more flood-
smart. He said he discussed that on Saturday with Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and Harris
County Judge Ed Emme�.

I I 
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"The lead on this, as far as design and implementa�on is concerned, will be Houston and Harris
county for that region," Abbo� said. "Texas will be involved in that process. but also Texas needs to
be involved in other regions, whether its the Beaumont region or other parts of the state that have
suffered flooding."

The governor also said the federal government will be a part of the collabora�on on solu�ons to
guard against another Harvey-like flood disaster -- which some officials speculate could top $200
billion in damages, larger than costly hurricanes Rita and Sandy combined.

Abbo� said during an appearance on CNN Sunday that he thinks the losses will top $120 billion.

Later Sunday, Abbo� was scheduled to huddle in Aus�n with U.S. House Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy, R-California, to discuss federal disaster assistance funding for Texas. Since the storm hit,
Abbo� has been working with Senate and House officials to ensure that enough disaster relief is
allocated by Congress to cover the losses, and President Donald Trump in two trips to Texas has
assured Abbo� and other state leaders that the federal government stands ready to provide
enough assistance to speed the recovery.

"Heading to Texas this weekend. The House stands ready to help restore, recover, and rebuild.
#TexasStrong," McCarthy tweeted on Thursday, in advance of his trip.

Appearing at the Aus�n's church's 11 a.m. service to offer a prayer for Texas' recovery,  Abbo� told
members of the congrega�on at the 3,000-plus member church that during a tour of Houston on
Saturday with President Trump he was heartened to see tall mounds of debris piled up in many
yards as Texans already have moved into the rebuilding phase.
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"Texas and Houston are mending quickly," he said.

Aides said Abbo�, a Catholic, planned to a�end Mass with his wife later Sunday.

 

Mike Ward

Austin Bureau Chief,
Houston Chronicle
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The price shot up late Friday afternoon from $2.53 to $2.69 at the Exxon at Weslayan and the U.S. 59 frontage road.
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Offshore sector rallies, but
refineries struggle

As Harvey relents, Texas
refining industry faces
grim aftermath

President must get to know
Houston, offer critical

federal
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Houston gasoline prices kept climbing on Sunday as sta�ons faced a myriad of logis�cal problems
ge�ng fresh fuel from storage tanks to pumps, as well as panicked gas-guzzling consumers and
higher demand ahead of Labor Day.

The price of a gallon of regular was $2.42 in Houston on Sunday, up 6 cents from the day before
and up 25 cents from a week ago, according to AAA.

Catastrophic flooding during Hurricane Harvey's slow journey across the Gulf Coast forced oil
companies to shut in more than a dozen major refineries, but some in Corpus Chris� could be back
online next week, said Daniel Armbruster, a spokesman for AAA.

Gasoline storage tanks along the Gulf Coast have plenty of fuel but some roads are s�ll too dicey
for efficient trucking, leaving gas sta�ons in parts of Texas, including San Antonio, Aus�n and Waco,
with lines or shortages, he a said. The panic, he added, is compounding the problem.

S�ll, the reopening of some refineries in
Corpus Chris� could come as early as Tuesday,
and that will help ease the local fuel market.

"It's hard to predict not only how long it will
take to get gas to the gas sta�ons, but how
long will it take for gas prices to fall,"
Armbruster said.

Related: As Harvey retreats, Texas oil industry
faces grim a�ermath
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Stocks are mixed as storm
affects insurers, energy
companies

'There is a risk for an
overbuild' for Texas
pipelines

Deal of the Week: Porter
Hedges extends downtown
lease

Collin Eaton

Business Reporter,
Houston Chronicle
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FEMA disaster recovery center
opens in Edna (w/video)

By Ismael Perez
Sept. 2, 2017 at 9:27 p.m. 
Updated Sept. 3, 2017 at 6 a.m.

A FEMA mobile command center is parked at Cowboy Stadium in Edna.   Sam Hankins for  The Victor ia Advocate

IF YOU GO

• WHAT: FEMA Disaster

Recovery Center

• WHEN: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. daily

• WHERE: Edna High School

Cowboy Stadium, 1303 W. Gayle

St.

• MORE INFO: To register for

assistance, call 1-800-621-3362,

visit disasterassistance.gov or

download the FEMA app on a

smartphone.
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EDNA - The Federal Emergency Management Agency set up a disaster recovery center Saturday in a small town 25 miles from

Victoria.

The FEMA center is in the Edna High School Cowboy Stadium parking lot.

FEMA representatives at the center provide guidance about the services available for those who suffered damage after Harvey,

said Carmen Rodriguez, public information officer.

As of Saturday, 427,000 Texans have registered for assistance, which she described as something "unprecedented," she said.

The first day in Edna, more than 100 Crossroads residents registered.

Across the state, about 50,000 people have been registering daily, and over 100,000 Texans already have received assistance.

Rodriguez said FEMA decided to place a center in Edna because it had safe roads and was in good condition compared with

surrounding cities. Also, Edna is more accessible for Crossroads residents and communities to the east.

People who cannot travel to Edna because of health conditions or lack of transportation may call FEMA and ask for a

representative to visit their home.

"FEMA evaluates places closely," she said. "We don't want to put the persons in more risk."

Rodriguez said the FEMA representatives at the center help people register and introduce them to programs that can help.

She mentioned programs like the Disaster Unemployment Assistance, Critical Needs Assistance and Transitional Shelter

Assistance.
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The Disaster Unemployment Assistance program helps people who have lost a job because of Harvey.

The Critical Needs Assistance program gives $500 in advance to those who don't have money because they used it to evacuate

or of an unexpected expense.

For people who lost their homes or had their lease terminated by their apartment, the Transitional Shelter Assistance program

helps them by paying for FEMA approved hotel or a rental.

For residents who wish to be closer to home or to their workplace, Rodriguez said they can submit to FEMA information on the

house or apartment location, who the landlord is and the cost of rent.

Landlords who want their house or apartments listed in the FEMA list of places available for rent should call FEMA and ask to be

put on the list.

"You don't need to suffer from a lack of water, food, clothes or shelter," she said. "Call and let us know on your particular

condition. There is assistance available."

Rodriguez said the center was for people who want further explanation on the registration process and like face-to-face

communication. However, FEMA encourages the community to register online because that is the fastest way.

The time it takes for the application to be processed depends on the person's situation and how clean their application is.

Rodriguez encouraged people to be calm because not everybody is going to get assistance slower or faster than others.

It is not known how long the FEMA center in Edna will be offered in the Crossroads.

"We will be here as long as the state needs us," Rodriguez said.

SHARE

Comments

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

 (  t I- I - I - I - I I 

r I 

n 

https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=250398871739441&channel_url=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2F0sTQzbapM8j.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df1c01b7dd361db%26domain%3Dwww.victoriaadvocate.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.victoriaadvocate.com%252Ff380a1b403db04c%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.victoriaadvocate.com%2Fnews%2F2017%2Fsep%2F02%2Ffema-disaster-recovery-center-opens-in-edna%2F&locale=en_US&numposts=10&sdk=joey&version=v2.2&width=100%25
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
javascript:toggleMenu();
https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VictoriaAdvocate
https://twitter.com/Vicadvocate
https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/events/
javascript:toggleSecondaryMenu();


© Victoria Advocate Publishing Co., All Rights Reserved. 

311 E. Constitution St. Victoria, Texas 77901 - Phone: 361-575-1451 

Newsroom: 361-574-1222 - Customer Care: 361-574-1200

Powered By ADVOCATE DIGITAL MEDIA

moneywise411.com

Trump
Prophet
Tells
All

Man who
predicted Trump

victory makes
next surprising

prediction

 (  t I - I - I - I 

tel:361-575-1451
tel:3615741222
tel:3615741200
http://www.advocatedigitalmedia.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CTxj5g0KsWb3OOef-zgX1sYjICqCw3b1L_Y2P0tgF1rTx8TQQASDGq_AjYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGX5b7GA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBP0BT9Avob4IKiRFHvqAG61THY7bb7__4M2VUFP9YfGOGMSv7Q35SiXD41C6ypRjZ1epaEVQkZeIGBacuFmMtjEiWPosejtrQjoqBNtXnZ0SjKXGu34sf50Kwb4MHnolFHnIadzXFBpUuV-OYBAKo1Y2B0hoymRlOV5zqpAa5vIhRIN4Weq3GLbZzeYQ9yJugStbaeuypubWDPoFy5SUVdJGIxxaHZAFkFMa3dIHe2SI5-7O9Gvnhr-czZkg2x3eo2FvIR3BINCHeEv_jV4ElS6xBm5Ryx-yMXUn5E6TW0YzrFMVUEIT8uhVbgPgskQsomkaH5LPVIsR4U_oyydRX-AEAaAGLoAHk7atP6gHpr4b2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYAbEJvc849GPRBQ_YEww&num=1&sig=AOD64_3ZOwyClrmmzBvAkGRZSuFeCtk17A&client=ca-pub-8021826674558743&adurl=http://moneywise411.com/man-who-predicted-trump-victory-makes-next-prediction-gdn/
javascript:toggleMenu();
https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VictoriaAdvocate
https://twitter.com/Vicadvocate
https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/events/
javascript:toggleSecondaryMenu();


9/3/2017 Harvey death toll rises to 50 as residents begin long recovery |  New York Post

http://nypost.com/2017/09/03/harvey-death-toll-rises-to-50-as-residents-begin-long-recovery/ 1/2

September 3, 2017 |  11:21am

NEWS

Harvey death toll rises to 50 as residents begin
long recovery

Over a week after Tropical Storm Harvey first rained down on Texas, death tolls have risen and hundreds are still missing, as displaced

victims start making their way back home and others are told to evacuate.

Evacuations for about 4,600 houses in western Houston started Sunday morning at 7 a.m. following an evacuation order by Mayor Sylvester

Turner. Hundreds of people in the area have still not left their homes and flooding is expected to last another two weeks.

Hurricane Harvey’s death toll rose again to at least 50 authorities said, with the addition of an eight year old who died after he couldn’t get

his asthma treatment during an attack and a man found floating in Cypress Creek Floodwaters. His death brings the total in Harris County,

which includes Houston, to 29.

Houston police and volunteers with Texas Center for the Missing are fielding hundreds of reports about people split from their families, with

their efforts converging in the George R. Brown Convention Center, where thousands of displaced people are staying, the Houston

Chronicle reported.

By Tamar Lapin

AP

Jessica Anderson, with her husband Darrell and daughters Lauren, and Harper look at floodwaters in Addicks Reservoir from a closed freeway in the
aftermath of Hurricane Harvey on Sept. 1.
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Thousands of Texans continued to make their way home, greeted by streets lined with debris, flooded homes and lost memories.

In on east Houston neighborhood, the debris piles of mattresses, carpets and other belongings ripped out of homes reached 8-foot heights.

One resident, Adrian Rodriguez, returned to his flooded home Saturday where he lives with

his wife and three sons.

“I lost everything. All my children’s pictures of them growing up. Their birthday pictures.

Vacation pictures. Their school projects of what they wanted to be whey they grow up,” he

said. “Everything in the house is history.”

Hurricane Harvey first rolled in to Texas on Aug 25, bringing with it close to 52 inches of rain

in one location and displacing 1 million people.

Thirteen heavily contaminated former industrial zones, known as Superfund sites, were

flooded or damaged by the hurricane, the US Environmental Protection agency said.

The impact of flooding on the sites in unknown and EPA said its workers had not been able to safely access the sites but will do so once

floodwaters recede.

The announcement came amid rising concerns about the health risks posed by Harvey floodwaters with include chemicals, oil and bacteria

from Houston’s sewer system.
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John and Kathy Cservek hold their dogs Lacy
and Iggy while being rescued from their home.
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